
L A K E

N A P A

S O N O M A

M A R I N

C O L U S A

G L E N N

Y O L O

S O L A N O

S U T T E R 

Y U B A

113

C LE A R  L A K EC LE A R  L A K E

Berryessa Snow Berryessa Snow 
Mountain National Mountain National 

MonumentMonument

Ancestral TerritoryAncestral Territory

L A K EL A K E
B E R RY E SSAB E R RY E SSA

SA N  PA B LO  BAYSA N  PA B LO  BAY

Santa RosaSanta Rosa

101

99

50

80

505

5

5

5

80

ClearlakeClearlake

PetalumaPetaluma

VallejoVallejo

ColusaColusa

Molok LuyukMolok Luyuk

WoodlandWoodland

SacramentoSacramento

NapaNapa

Fairfi eldFairfi eld

VacavilleVacaville

Live OakLive Oak

Yuba CityYuba City

20

PATWIN ANCESTRAL TERRITORY

Y O C H A  D E H E  W I N T U N  N A T I O N

The Effect of Euroamerican Contact and 

WHERE THE REMAINING  
PATWIN TRIBES LIVE TODAY

Throughout California, indigenous populations were 
decimated in less than a century, from an estimated 
350,000 Native people living in California as of 1769, 
when the Spanish arrived, to 50,000 as of 1855, at the 
peak of the Gold Rush. One of the western invasion’s 
more disastrous impacts on Native people was the 
introduction of disease to which they were not immune. 
Malaria and smallpox epidemics swept through  
the Sacramento Valley in 1834 and 1837, reducing its 
indigenous population by nearly 75 percent. 

During the 1850s and 1860s, many of the Patwin who 
had survived eventually either became assimilated 
into the non-tribal culture by working as laborers for 

the ranches or they were placed on small reservations 
established by the United States government. Today, 
over 200 years after the first Europeans arrived in 
California, three Patwin tribes remain — the Yocha Dehe 
Wintun Nation, Kletsel Dehe Wintun Nation, and  
Cachil Dehe Band of Wintun Indians of the Colusa  
Indian Community.

THE TRADITIONAL LIFESTYLE OF THE PATWIN changed 
dramatically with the arrival of the Spanish and Euroamerican  
explorers in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. 


