
Tribal sovereignty and self-governance ensure that Indian 
nations continue to exist as distinct nations of people, 
with their own customs, histories, languages and cultures.

Governed by an elected five-member Tribal Council, 
Yocha Dehe is empowered to regulate its own affairs, 
choose its own citizenry, govern its own sovereign  
lands and control its own destiny in innumerable ways.

To that end, preserving Patwin traditions and culture, 
helping families, protecting the environment and 
supporting communities in need are at the heart of  
Yocha Dehe’s cultural values.
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